
    Rota Views– 5 December– Issue # 22                 Weekly News bulletin of the  

                               Rotary Club Cape of Good Hope 
                                   We meet on Tuesday evenings near the tip of the Cape Peninsula        

                            at the St James Hotel, Main Road, St James  
                                                      @ 19:00 - Visitors are always most welcome 
                           Excellent meal served  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

We had a record attendance at last week’s meeting with an 81% attendance!                                                     

What a fantastic way to end 2017, which bodes well for the New Year 

Our speaker for the evening was Rotarian Inez Adams Arendse of the RC of Newlands who spoke on our Journey 

towards Collaborative Communities    She said:                                                                                                                                                    

“Archbishop Desmond Tutu, on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of his receiving the Nobel Peace Prize, wrote: 

That South Africa's development required three things to move forward:  

 Magnanimity and generosity of spirit 
 Self Esteem and Self confidence 
 Common Purpose 

 In Muizenberg we are working together (collaborating) with various organisations, Ward Counsellors, etc to 

encourage compassion and empathy in the community and a commitment to the greater good of all.                                     

The ‘disjointedness’, Isolation, Conflict, Fear, Pain, Crime we all are experiencing are all very negative and run in 

cycles. Through the ‘Muizenberg Pulse’, we are hoping to encourage neighbours, individuals, companies, NGO, NPOs, 

places of Worship, Sport Organisations, Tourism, Environmental and Coastal Initiatives, Local and National 

Government Structures to interact through positive encounters to build sustainable businesses partnerships and 

services, which will move us towards common friendships, empathy and ultimately, communities of compassion.                                                                                      

Creativity, Innovation and Inspiration thrive in laughter and happy environments - let’s build together but most 

importantly let’s have FUN!                            

Let’s get to know each other... let’s start to 

care again using this as a central point 

similar to a Maypole where every ribbon 

represents a person / organisation that can 

add a new and different dimensions, 

strengths and motivations.  It isn’t easy but 

the reward far out ways the risks.” 

In the picture, Inez demonstrates how 

everyone has a unique contribution to 

make – we just need to get out there and 

do it!! See the next page for more. 
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The Pareto Principle (aka The 80/20 Rule) 

Sometime in the late 1800's, a man named Vilfredo Pareto was fussing about in his 
garden, when he noticed that a tiny number of pea pods in his garden produced the 
majority of the peas.  
This set his mathematical brain in motion. What if this unequal distribution was present 
in other areas of life as well? Being an Italian, he began by analysing the distribution of 
wealth in Italy and to his surprise, he discovered that 80% of the land in Italy was 
owned by just 20% of the people. 
As Pareto continued his analysis in other nations and a pattern began to emerge that, 
although the numbers were never exactly the same, the trend was similar.                                                                                                                                                      
For instance, in Great Britain, he found, that 30% of the population earned 70% of the 
total income. The 80/20 Rule had been discovered!! 
This ratio remains evident in the 21 century – for example:                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 In 2013,  8,4% of the world population controlled 83,3% of the world's wealth    

 In 2015-2016 season in American Basketball, 20% of franchises won 75% of all championships     

 The numbers are even more extreme in soccer. 
While 77 different nations have competed in the World Cup, just 3 countries (Brazil, Germany and Italy) have won 13 
of the first 20 World Cups – and so on…… 
Although it is not simple to explain this principle, we can understand why it is so common.                                                           
For instance, take the plants in the Amazon rainforest, one of the most diverse ecosystems on earth. Despite of the 
immense amount of plants found there (there is about 16,000 tree species), scientists have discovered that there are 
about 227 “hyper dominant” species that make up half of the rainforest and 1, 4% of tree species account for 50% of 
the trees.  But why?                                                                                                                                                                                       
If 2 plants grow side by side, they will compete for sunlight, soil and nutrients. If one plant can grow just a little bit 
faster, it can stretch taller, catch more sunlight and soak up more rain. If this is kept up every day, the plant is able to 
grow faster and get stronger every day. It is a small difference, every day that constitutes into an enormous 
advantage at the end. The difference can be razor thin at times, but the winner enjoys massive rewards.  
Are you part of the 20% or the 80%?            It's up to you!! 

 

 

CHRISTMAS PARTIES were EVERYWHERE 

on Friday as we celebrated Christmas at 

three if our projects. 
 

SINETHEMBA's special people put on a 

Nativity play, which was so different yet so 

beautiful because it involved some of the 

children. The party started with presentations 

to two of the staff members and ended with 

Father Xmas giving presents to them all. 

Such JOY!!! 
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Our two ECD - Pre Primary schools of                                  

MASAKHANE EDUCARE in Masiphumelele and                    

GREEN CURTAINS in Ocean View, were also visited by 

Father Xmas. The children enjoyed their cakes and cold 

drink and then had the thrill of receiving their colouring 

books and crayons that were an instant hit!! 

Grateful thanks to all the Rotarians and others who 

assisted at the parties with a special vote of thanks to 

Father Xmas who was evident at both sites 

 

The children were already joyfully colouring in when we got to them 

 

Our visiting Rotarian Carola and her husband Dietmar Gnadt from the RC of Potsdam in Germany were all 

over the Valley on Friday with us. They attended the Sinethemba party, were taken on a tour of our two 

ECD schools, introduced to ETE at Sun Valley Primary and then got more information on ETE straight from 

Herbie over a sumptuous lunch of champagne and a Seafood supreme.  

From there they went to visit Koos Burger at 

the Rotary Camp in Glencairn to see the trees 

we have all planted in recognition of RI 

President Iain Riseley’s request – and of course 

the Labyrinth 

 

 

 



President Marge and Fred celebrated Christmas Friday night Dinner at St James with friends.         

Thanks to David at the St James Hotel for the good 

arrangements (as always) and Johan and his staff for a 

spectacular meal.                                                                                                

This was added to by the “little touches” that Johan 

always adds – like the menu card which was so 

beautifully decorated, the piano player, the staff in their 

Xmas hats and of course the delicious  themed food.     

All fantastic!!   Thanks so much               

Seen here from L to R: Joy on Fred’s lap, Susan, Garnet, 

Rosie, Bobbi, Bev, Marge and Shirley 

 

And 

on 

the Left: Bev paid a fleeting visit to her old Rotary Club of 

Edenvale last week and shared this picture with us as proof of 

the make-up. Seen here with Pres Laura and some of the ERC 

members  

And finally – a little bit of STATISTICAL DATA  
Different types of phone call duration:  
 -  Boy to Boy 00:00:59  
-   Boy to Mom 00:00:50                                                                             
-   Boy to Dad 00:00:30 
 -   Boy to Girl 01:23:59  

        -   Girl to Girl 05:29:59  
        -   Husband to Wife 00:00:03  

                 -  Wife to Husband 14 Missed Calls 
 

CELEBRATION CORNER 

 BIRTHDAYS – Happy Birthday                         ANNIVERSARIES – Congratulations   
1 DEC - Hans Zwets                                  

15 DEC- Mike & Diana Walker     

(Wedding Anniversary)                                                                                                                                                                       

5 DEC  - Di Williams                                                                                                                                                                                                  

6 DEC  -  Peter Gray                                                                                                                                                                                                

7 DEC  - Mike Heffernan                                     

and also Carol Walters                                                                                                                                                

20 DEC - Lainey McCabe                                                                                                                                                                     

27 DEC -  Gillian Anderson 

  

 

 

                                      DUTY LIST     

 

 

MEETING AGENDA  ON DUTY –   5   DECEMBER 
Door & Guests Norma Rockliffe 
General Welcome  President Marge Upfold 
Welcome to Visitors Norma Rockliffe 
Toast to RI  & South Africa Alan Ferguson 
Secretarial Spot Susan O’Hagan Ward 
Spots from the floor  
Grace Peter Gray 
DINNER                          DINNER 

Speaker  

TOPIC Business meeting 

Introduce speaker  

Thank speaker  

Sergeant at Arms Bev Frieslich 

Closing remarks & Thanks President Marge Upfold 
Four Way Test Andy Rumbelow 



 


